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Message from the President of India
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MESSAGE

The President of India, Dr. A.P.). Abdsl Kafarm is
happy to know that the National Institute of Womes Chilld and
Youth Development, Nagpur is organising the “Grmmdioet’
Convention on & aad 9* May, 2007 at Bhopal.

The President extends his warm grestmgs and
felicitations to the erganisers and the participants s wishes
the Convention all seccess. s

Gl

PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT




Message of Governor, Madhya Pradesh
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Dedicating Swayam Samarthan programme to the People

I.The Convention

National Institute of Women, Child and Youth Development (NIWCYD) organised this state level two-
day convention to dedicate Swayam Samarthan the Poorest Area Civil Society (PACS) programme to
the people. Programme initiated in July 2003. Gramdoots, key village level non-paid functionaries
undertook solemn oath in the convention to carry out the self-reliant development activities in future.
Swayam Samarthan reached 3,14,057 people of 60,800 families of 450 villages of Betul, Chhindwara,
Dindori and Mandla districts of Madhya Pradesh through nine partners of NIWCYD network.

Swayam Samarthan Gramdoots were the centre of attraction during the convention. They shared the
platform with dignitaries and eminent social workers, articulated their ideas and experiences. The
Sarpanchs and officer bearers of women's self-help groups for few villages of each of the fifteen
clusters were invited as representatives of their villages and take back the word about appreciation
accorded to Gramdoot.

Over 800 villagers - Gramdoots from fifteen clusters, office bearers of women's Self-Help Groups and
Panchayat of work area, Non-Govt Organisations, support agencies representatives and invited guests
- attended state Convention of Gramdoots on 8-9, May 07 at Bhopal in which NIWCYD formally handed
over the development process to the people. Swayam Samarthan is DFID-assisted Poorest Area Civil
Society programme undertaken by National Institute of Women, Child & Youth Development
(NIWCYD) Network of nine Non-Govt organisations since July 03 in 450 villages of Baitul, Chhindwara,
Dindori and Mandla districts of Madhya Pradesh.

His Excellency the President of India Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam sent his best wishes for the state
convention of Gramdoot (8-9 May 07) at Bhopal and has lauded the work of Gramdoots.

His Excellency the Governor of Madhya Pradesh Dr Balram Jakhad released exhaustive process
documentation 'Gramdoot: Ek Nayee Subaha' and a brief brochure on May 6, 2007 at Raj Bhavan in
Bhopal. Dr. Balram Jakhad blessed Gramdoots on this occasion of state level convention. He stressed
need to promote voluntarism in rural areas for healthy social change.

Madhya Pradesh State Assembly Speaker Shri Ishwardas Rohani formally inaugurated Swayam
Samarthan Gramdoot Convention on 8 May 07 at Gyan-Vigyan Bhavan located in the Baraktullah
University campus on Hoshangabad road in Bhopal. Eminent Gandhian working with youth Dr. S. N.
Subba Rao, Madhya Pradesh Human Right Commission Chairman Justice D. M. Dharmadhikari and
other dignitaries graced the occasion.



Retd. Chief Justice D. P. S. Chauhan, administered oath on 9 May 07 to Gramdoots to dedicate
themselves for the development of their village communities. Shri A.M. Trivedi, Chairman, Bar
Council, Jabalpur, Retd. DIG Shri S.C. Tripathi and veteran freedom fighter, Shri Bharadwaj were
present on the occasion.

Fifteen Gramdoots representing every Swayam Samarthan cluster shared experiences during the
convention. Few Cluster coordinators and heads of NIWCYD network partner agencies joined in
articulated their perspective on the common pursuit of development. Potential and the promise
conveyed in appreciating Gramdoot were keenly evident to everyone during the convention. Speaker
after speaker at the convention in effect suggested follow and persist with the concept of Gramdoot,
enrich it and multiply it elsewhere. Gramdoots interacted with media. Both the electronic and the print
media extensively reported the Convention.

II. The Potential alternative

To bring qualitative changes in innumerable Indian villages through development process in the
present socio-political milieu is immense and complex challenge. Few villages possess adequate
institutional organisms to create and nurture initiatives that would foster self-reliant ambience and
ensure proper implementation of Govt programmes for the poor. Gramdoot is meaningful alternative
in this context.

However, to accomplish this implies:

. Evolve multi-level forum to strengthen present Gramdoots, provide capacity building inputs on
relevant themes at regular frequency and help them establish of linkages with Government
agencies and media.

= Sensitise rural youth, as future stakeholder, for responsibility towards their own village
communities and Identify self-motivated youths committed to take up voluntary work.

. Develop adequate and responsive knowledge-building and motivational process consistent with
immediate needs and long-term goals.

. Evolve and integrate, on the part of people's organizations and NGOs, volunteerism in villages
both as indispensable value and part of their work culture in development programmes.

= Build team of resource persons with requisite insights in the process as well as professional
competencies to multiply the concept of Gramdoot in work areas elsewhere.

. Recognise role and function of Gramdoots at the level of Govt agencies.

» Imaginative espousal by stakeholders like resource agencies to carry forward practice of
voluntarism through initiatives of the Gramdoots through formation of local forums and upwards
at different levels.



I1I. Future perspective
NIWCYD plans, with participation of dedicated small groups and NGOs, to reach 1000 poorest villages
of Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Gramdoot movement seek out,

. Working for better convergence through Panchayat for livelihood of poor and tribal
" Improving village level mechanism of implementing Govt schemes.

. Mainstreaming gender related issues at all levels of development activities.

. Ensuring tribal and dalit rights in the isolated and inaccessible areas.

This campaign will eventually lead to well-organized village communities and strengthened Gram
Sabhas for collective action on village issues with support from Gramdoot as a catalyst.

NIWCYD is pleased to shares with you report on the State convention of Swayam Samarthan
Gramdoots. We seek your earnest remarks on Gramdoot concept and process and look forward for
support in realizing our goal of extending the Gramdoot concept to poorest sections of the society.

R. K. Malviya
Chief Functionary
NIWCYD, Nagpur





























































































